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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
GENERATING TRAFFIC INDICATOR MAP IN
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the National Phase of PCT/KR2012/
000078 filed on Jan. 4, 2012, which claims priority under 35
U.S.C. 119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/469,
779 filed on Mar. 30, 2011, all of which are hereby expressly
incorporated by reference into the present application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
system and, more particularly, to a method and apparatus for
generating a traffic indicator map.

2. Background Art

The Wireless Local Area Network (hereinafter referred to
as WLAN) technology standard has been established by the
IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers)
802.11 Standardization Association. Among the IEEE 802.11
standards, IEEE 802.11a/b uses a frequency band of2.4 GHz
or 5 GHz, so as to provide a transmission (or transport)
efficiency of 11 Mbps (IEEE 802.11b) or 54 Mbps (IEEE
802.11a). IEEE 802.11g may provide a transmission effi-
ciency of 54 Mbps by applying an OFDM (Orthogonal Fre-
quency Divisional Multiplexing) scheme. Additionally, IEEE
802.11n may provide a transmission efficiency of 300 Mbps
by applyinga MIMO-OFDM scheme. Furthermore, the IEEE
802.11n may also provide a maximum transmission effi-
ciency of 600 Mbps by using a maximum channel bandwidth
of 40 Mhz.

In accordance with the enlargement of base of the WLAN
and the variation in the applications using the WLAN, the
request for a new WLAN system supporting more enhanced
performance than the performance supported by the IEEE
802.11n system. A VIH (Very High Throughput) WLAN
system corresponds to one of the most recently proposed
IEEE 802.11 WLAN systems for supporting a data process-
ing rate of 1 Gps or more. In order to establish standardization
of' the VHT WLAN system, research on schemes and meth-
ods, such as 8x8 MIMO for the standardization of the VHT
WLAN system, a channel bandwidth of 80 MHz or higher, a
PLCP (Physical Layer Convergence Procedure) format for
efficiently supporting the co-existence of each station, such as
VHT-STA, HT-STA, and Legacy-STA, and so on, is being
thoroughly carried out in IEEE 802.11ac operation groups.

Additionally, standardization regulating the WLAN in a
TV white space is being realized with IEEE 802.11af. The TV
white space includes a channel, which is allocated to a broad-
cast channel, which is authorized for the usage of a cognitive
radio device, and generally refers to a band of 512-698 MHz.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a method
and apparatus for generating a traffic indicator map in a
wireless communication system, as described above.

The technical objects of the present invention will not be
limited only to the objects described above. Accordingly,
additional technical objects of the present application will be
set forth in part in the description which follows and in part
will become apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art
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upon examination of the following or may be learned from
practice of the present application.

A first technical aspect of the present invention is to pro-
vide a method of an access point for generating a traffic
indicator map in a wireless communication system, the
method for generating the traffic indicator map including the
steps of dividing a virtual bitmap into one or more groups,
wherein the virtual bitmap comprises flag of Association IDs
(AIDs) of stations associated with the access point; in the
virtual bitmap of each of the divided groups, storing a first
portion in a bitmap control field as an offset value, the first
portion including a first flag yet not including a first AID that
is intended to receive data from the access point; in the virtual
bitmap of each of the divided groups, configuring a second
portion as a partial virtual bitmap field, the second portion
excluding the first portion; and generating a traffic indicator
map, the traffic indicator map including the bitmap control
field and the partial virtual bitmap field respective to each of
the divided groups.

A second technical aspect of the present invention is to
provide a device generating a traffic indicator map in a wire-
less communication system, the device including an RF (Ra-
dio frequency) unit; and a processor, wherein the processor
may divide a virtual bitmap into one or more groups, wherein
the virtual bitmap comprises flag of Association IDs (AIDs)
of'stations associated with the device, may store a first portion
in a bitmap control field as an offset value in the virtual bitmap
of'each of the divided groups, the first portion including a first
flag yet not including a first AID that is intended to receive
data from the access point, may configure a second portion as
a partial virtual bitmap field in the virtual bitmap of each of
the divided groups, the second portion excluding the first
portion, and may generate a traffic indicator map, the traffic
indicator map including the bitmap control field and the par-
tial virtual bitmap field respective to each of the divided
groups.

In the first and second aspects of the present invention, the
second portion being configured as the partial virtual bitmap
field may include one or more flag of an AID that is intended
to receive data from the access point in a last octet.

Additionally, the first portion being stored as the offset
value may be decided to include a number of flag correspond-
ing to a multiple of two octets.

Also, the group configuration may be configured, so as to
maximize the offset value in each group.

Moreover, the number of groups may be set to be equal to
one, when the number of stations being associated with the
access point is equal to or less than a predetermined value.

Furthermore, the traffic indicator map may further include
afield indicating that the virtual bitmap is being configured of
at least 2 or more groups; a field indicating an ith group to
which the traffic indicator map corresponds; and a field indi-
cating whether or not the traffic indicator map corresponds to
a last group.

According to the present invention, even if the number of
stations being associated with the access point is largely
increased, the traffic indicator map may be capable efficiently
supporting such increase.

The effects that may be gained from the embodiment of the
present invention will not be limited only to the effects
described above. Accordingly, additional effects of the
present application will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and in part will become apparent to those
having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the fol-
lowing or may be learned from practice of the present appli-
cation. More specifically, unintended effects obtained upon
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the practice of the present invention may also be derived by
anyone having ordinary skill in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings accompanying the description of the present
invention are given to provide a more detailed understanding
of'the present invention. Herein, the accompanying drawings
illustrate diverse exemplary embodiments of the present
invention and are being provided to describe the principles of
the present invention along with the description of the present
invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a structure of a Wireless Local Area
Network (WLAN) system.

FIG. 2 illustrates a drawing for describing an Immediate
Response and a Deferred Response.

FIG. 3 illustrates a TIM element, which is defined in an
IEEE 802.11.

FIG. 4 illustrates a relation between a partial virtual bitmap
and offset of the TIM element.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for generating a TIM element
according to a first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a TIM element format being applied to a
case corresponding to the first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates another example of a TIM element format
being applied to a case corresponding to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a method for generating a TIM element
according to a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a TIM element format being applied to a
case corresponding to the second exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates another example of a TIM element for-
mat being applied to a case corresponding to the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates a block view showing the structure of a
device that can perform (or execute) the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments described below correspond to predeter-
mined combinations of elements and features and character-
istics of the present invention. Moreover, unless mentioned
otherwise, the characteristics of the present invention may be
considered as optional features of the present invention.
Herein, each element or characteristic of the present invention
may also be operated or performed without being combined
with other elements or characteristics of the present inven-
tion. Alternatively, the embodiment of the present invention
may be realized by combining some of the elements and/or
characteristics of the present invention. Additionally, the
order of operations described according to the embodiment of
the present invention may be varied. Furthermore, part of the
configuration or characteristics of any one specific embodi-
ment of the present invention may also be included in (or
shared by) another embodiment of the present invention, or
part of the configuration or characteristics of any one embodi-
ment of the present invention may replace the respective
configuration or characteristics of another embodiment of the
present invention.

The specific terms used in the following description of the
present invention are provided to facilitate the understanding
of the present invention. And, therefore, without deviating
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from the technical scope and spirit of the present invention,
such specific terms may also be varied and/or replaced by
other terms.

In some cases, in order to avoid any ambiguity in the
concept (or idea) of the present invention, some of the struc-
tures and devices disclosed (or mentioned) in the present
invention may be omitted from the accompanying drawings
of the present invention, or the present invention may be
illustrated in the form of a block view focusing only on the
essential features or functions of each structure and device.
Furthermore, throughout the entire description of the present
invention, the same reference numerals will be used for the
same elements of the present invention.

Herein, the embodiments of the present invention may be
supported by at least one the disclosed standard documents
for wireless access systems including the IEEE 802 system,
the 3GPP LTE system, the LTE-A (LTE-Advanced) system,
and the 3GPP2 system. More specifically, among the embodi-
ments of the present invention, partial operation steps or
structures of the present invention, which have been omitted
from the description of the present invention in order to
specify and clarify the technical scope and spirit of the present
invention may also be supported by the above-described stan-
dard documents. Furthermore, the terms disclosed in the
description of the present invention may be described based
upon the above-mentioned standard documents.

The technology described below may be used in a wide
range of wireless access systems, such as CDMA (Code
Division Multiple Access), FDMA (Frequency Division Mul-
tiple Access), TDMA (Time Division Multiple Access),
OFDMA (Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access),
SC-FDMA (Single Carrier Frequency Division Multiple
Access), and so on. Herein, the CDMA may be realized by a
radio technology such as UTRA (Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access) or CDMA2000. The TDMA may be realized by a
radio technology such as GSM (Global System for Mobile
communications)/GPRS (General Packet Radio Service)/
EDGE (Enhanced Data Rates for GSM Evolution). The
OFDMA may be realized by a radio technology such as IEEE
802.11 (Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX), IEEE 802-20,
E-UTRA (Evolved UTRA), and so on. The UTRA corre-
sponds to a portion of the UMTS (Universal Mobile Telecom-
munications System). And, as a portion of the E-UMTS
(Evolved UMTS) using the E-UTRA, the 3GPP (3rd Genera-
tion Partnership Project) LTE (long term evolution) system
adopts the OFDMA in a downlink and adopts the SC-FDMA
in an uplink. The LTE-A (LTE-Advanced) corresponds to an
evolved version of the 3GPP LTE system. The WiMAX may
be described based upon the IEEE 802.16e standard (Wire-
lessMAN-OFDMA Reference System) and the evolved IEEE
802.16m standard (WirelessMAN-OFDMA Advanced sys-
tem). For the clarity in the description of the present inven-
tion, the present invention will be described based upon the
3GPP LTE system and the 3GPP LTE-A system. Neverthe-
less, the scope and spirit of the present invention will not be
limited only to those of the 3GPP LTE system and the 3GPP
LTE-A system.

FIG. 1 illustrates a structure of a Wireless Local Area
Network (WLAN) system.

Referring to FIG. 1, the WLAN system includes one or
more Basic Service Sets (hereinafter referred to as BSSs).
The BBS corresponds to a group of Stations (hereinafter
referred to as STAs), which are successfully synchronized
with one another, and which can communicate with one
another, and does not correspond to a concept indicating a
specific region (or area or zone).
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The STA corresponds to an arbitrary functional medium
including a Physical Layer interface respective to Medium
Access Control (MAC) and wireless media according to the
regulations of the IEEE 802.11 standard, and, in a broader
meaning, the STA includes both AP and Non-AP STA.
Among the STAs, a mobile user equipments being manipu-
lated by the user corresponds to a non-AP STA, and, when
simply referred to as an STA, the STA may also indicate a
non-AP STA. The non-AP STA may also be referred to as
other terms, such as a terminal, a Wireless Transmit/Receive
Unit (WTRU), a User Equipment (UE), a Mobile Station
(MS), a Mobile Terminal, a Mobile Subscriber Unit, and so
on.

Additionally, the AP corresponds to a functional entity
providing access to a Distribution system (DS) to an STA
(Associated Station), which is associated with the corre-
sponding AP, by passing through a wireless medium. In addi-
tion to the term Access Point, the AP may also be referred to
as Base Station (BS), Node-B, BTS (Base Transceiver Sys-
tem), or site controller. In FIG. 1, STA2 and STA3 correspond
to the AP.

The DS corresponds to a mechanism allowing one AP to
communication with another AP. The AP may transmit a
frame through the DS for STAs being coupled with BBSs,
which are managed by the AP. Additionally, in case any one
STA has moved (or shifted) to another BSS, the frame may be
transported (or delivered) through the DS. Moreover, the AP
may transmit (or deliver) a frame to an external network, such
as a wired network, through the DS. Such DS is not manda-
torily required to correspond to a network, and, as long as the
DS can provide a predetermined distribution system regu-
lated by IEEE 802.11, the structure (or format) of the DS will
not be limited. For example, the DS may correspond to a
wireless network, such as a mesh network or may correspond
to a physical architecture (or structure) that can connect the
APs to one another.

The BSS may be divided into an Infrastructure BSS and an
Independent BSS (IBSS).

The Infrastructure BSS includes one or more non-AP
STAs, an AP providing a DS, and a DS connecting multiple
APs to one another. Inthe infrastructure BSS, the AP manages
the non-AP STAs of the BSS. In the infrastructure BSS
including the AP, as a rule, the communication between the
non-AP STAs should be realized by passing through the AP.
However, in case a direct link is established, direct commu-
nication may also be performed between the non-AP STAs.

Conversely, the Independent BSS (IBSS) corresponds to a
BSS operating in an Ad-Hoc mode. Since the IBSS does not
include any AP, the IBSS does not include any Centralized
Management Entity. More specifically, in the IBSS, the non-
AP STAs are managed in a distributed manner. In the IBSS,
all of the STAs may be configured of mobile STAs, and, since
access to the DS is not authorized, a self-contained network
may be established.

Multiple infrastructure BSSs may be connected to one
another through the DS. The multiple infrastructure BSSs
may be connected to one another through the DS is collec-
tively referred to as an Extended Service Set (ESS). The STAs
being included in the ESS may communicate with one
another, and, within the same ESS, a non-AP STA may travel
(or shift) from one BSS to another BSS while performing
uninterrupted communication.

Although the description of the exemplary embodiments of
the present invention is given based upon the operations being
performed in the infrastructure BSS, as shown in FIG. 1, the
present invention will not be limited only to the examples set
forth herein.
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In the above-described IEEE 802.11 WLAN, the STA basi-
cally determines the status of the medium, and, in order to
perform frame reception, the STA decode the contents that are
being received from the channel and then analyzes the
decoded contents. However, since the difference between the
power consumption in the receiving state and the power con-
sumption in the transmitting state is not very large, persis-
tently maintaining the receiving state may become a large
burden to the STA, which operates on battery power.

Inthe IEEE 802.11 standard, a Power management mode is
provided in order to extend (or prolong) the durability of the
STA. In the power management mode, the STA may operate
in an Active mode, which corresponds to an Awake state, or
may operate in a sleep mode, which corresponds to a Doze
state. In the active mode, in the STA, normal operations such
as frame transception (or transmission/reception) or channel
scanning may be performed. Conversely, in the sleep mode,
the STA is in a state that cannot perform transmission/recep-
tion (or transception) and, therefore, consumes an extremely
small amount of power.

Ifthe STA operates in the sleep mode for a longer period of
time, the amount of consumed power reduces even more, and,
therefore, the durability of the STA is extended. However, in
the sleep mode, since frame transception cannot be per-
formed, the STA cannot continuously operate only in the
sleep mode. Accordingly, in order to allow the STA to be
aware that a frame, which the corresponding STA is intended
to receive, exists, the STA periodically shifts from the sleep
mode to the active mode, so as to receive a beacon frame from
the AP. The AP uses a Traffic Indicator Map (hereinafter
referred to as TIM) element of the beacon frame in order to
notify each STA of whether or not a frame that is to be
received exists. The TIM element may be broadly divided into
two different types, one being a TIM, which is used for
notifying unicast frames, and the other being a DTIM, which
is used for notifying multicast/broadcast frames.

Once the STA is informed through the TIM element of the
beacon frame that the AP is carrying a frame, which is
intended to be received by the corresponding STA, the corre-
sponding STA passes through a contending process, so as to
transmit a PS-Poll frame. After receiving the PS-Poll frame,
depending upon the circumstances, the AP may select any one
of'an Immediate Response and a Deferred Response and may,
then, operate accordingly.

FIG. 2 illustrates a drawing for describing an Immediate
Response and a Deferred Response. Referring to FIG. 2(a),
the STA operating in the sleep mode shifts to the active mode,
s0 as to receive the beacon frame including the TIM element.
After identifying the presence of a frame that is to be received
through the TIM element, the STA performs contending, so as
to transmit the PS-Poll. After receiving the PS-Poll, the AP
immediately transmits a data frame after a SIFS (short inter
frame space). Herein, the SIFS refers to a time having the
shortest deference (or delay time), which is defined in the
IEEE 802.11 standard for the acknowledgement of a data
frame. When the data frame is normally (or successfully)
received, the STA transmits an ACK frame after an SIFS and,
then, shifts back to the sleep mode.

After receiving the PS-Poll frame, in case the AP has failed
to prepare a data frame during the SIFS time period, the AP
may select the Deferred Response. More specifically, as
shown in FIG. 2(b), after first transmitting the ACK frame,
once the data frame is ready, the AP performs contending and
then transmits the prepared data frame to the STA. After
successfully receiving the data frame, the STA transmits an
ACK frame and, then, shifts back to the sleep mode.
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In case of the DTIM, as shown in FIG. 2(c), a data frame
transmission process is immediately performed after the bea-
con frame without the transmission/reception (or transcep-
tion) of a PS-Poll, and all of the corresponding STAs operat-
ing in the active mode may receive the transmitted data frame.

FIG. 3 illustrates a TIM element, which is defined in an
IEEE 802.11.

Referring to FIG. 3, an Element ID field corresponds to a
field indicating that the corresponding frame is a TIM ele-
ment.

A Length field indicates the total (or overall) length of a
DTIM Count field, a DTIM Period field, a Bitmap Control
field, a Partial Virtual Bitmap field, in addition to the Element
1D and Length fields. The maximum value of this field is 256,
and the unit of this field corresponds to an octet.

The DTIM Count field indicates whether or not the current
TIM element corresponds to a DTIM. More specifically,
when this field value is equal to O, this indicates that the
current TIM corresponds to the DTIM. If the current TIM
does not correspond to the DTIM, the DTIM Count field
indicates the number of beacon frames that is to be transmit-
ted until the next DTIM including the current frame.

The DTIM Period field indicates the interval of how many
TIMs according to which the DTIM is being transmitted.
More specifically, the DTIM Period field indicates the num-
ber of beacon intervals between the DTIMs.

The Bitmap Control field indicates two types of informa-
tion. A first bit of the Bitmap Control field is used for indi-
cating that a multicast/broadcast frame exists. And, the
remaining 7 bits are using for indicating an offset. The offset
is used for indicating the AID that is to receive the frame along
with the Partial Virtual Bitmap field with more efficiency, and
this will be described in more detail later on.

The Partial Virtual Bitmap field carries information having
compressed a Virtual Bitmap indicating to which particular
station the frame being buffered to the current AP is to be
transmitted. Herein, the Virtual Bitmap consists of a flag
value of each AID in accordance with an Association Identi-
fier (hereinafter referred to as AID) order of the STA, which is
associated with the AP. More specifically, in case of an AID
receiving a frame that is buftered to the STA, the flag value is
setto 1, and, otherwise, the flag value is set to 0. For example,
in case a 4th bit of the virtual bitmap is set to 1, this indicates
that a frame that is to be transmitted to an STA having an AID
ot 4 is buffered to the AP. Herein, the AID corresponds to an
identifier, which is being allocated when an STA is associated
with the AP. An AID is uniquely used in one BSS and may
have a value within the range of 1~2007. In the IEEE 802.11
standard, 14 bits are allocated for the AID, and a maximum of
16383 bits may be used, and the value within the range of
2008~16383 is being reserved.

FIG. 4 illustrates a relation between a partial virtual bitmap
and offset of the TIM element.

As shown in FIG. 4, a virtual bitmap is configured of flag
values of 2007 AIDs of an STA being associated with the AP.
Since the flag value corresponding to AID X1, X2 is set to 1,
this indicates an STA that is intended to each data being
buffered to the AP.

In the virtual map, in case a flag having the value of 0 is
consecutively aligned, it would be inefficient to include the
whole virtual bitmap, which is configured of 2007 AIDs, in
the TIM element. Therefore, in the IEEE 802.11 standard, this
problem is resolved by using an offset. More specifically, a
front portion (starting from AID 1 to X1-1) of the virtual
bitmap that does not include the first AID (X1), which is
intended to receive the data buffered to the access point, is
represented as the offset. And, a portion of the virtual map
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8

(starting from X1 to X2), which is included in the flag having
the value of 1, is set as the Partial Virtual Bitmap (hereinafter
referred to as PVB) field.

In FIG. 4, although the flag values corresponding to the
beginning and the end of the PVB are set to be equal to 1 for
simplicity, this is merely exemplary. More specifically, in the
IEEE 802.11 standard, since the virtual bitmap is expressed in
octet units in the PVB, in a position corresponding to the 8th
bit of the first octet of the PVB, a flag value being equal to 1
may be marked (or indicated) (in this case, a virtual bitmap
being included in the PVB may begin with 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0,
1, ~). Similarly, in a position corresponding to the first bit of
the last octet of the virtual bitmap configuring the PVB, a flag
value being equal to 1 may be indicated (in this case, a virtual
bitmap being included in the PVB may end with ~, 1, 0, 0, 0,
0,0,0,0). This is also applied to FIG. 6 and FIG. 9 according
to each of the exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion, which will be described later on.

As described above, in IEEE 802.11, information used by
the AP to indicate the STAs that are intended to receive the
buffered data through the TIM element may be notified to the
STA. However, since the current TIM element supports only
a maximum of 2007 STAs, there may be some difficulties in
directly applying this principle in machine to machine (also
referred to as M2M) communication, which has recently been
viewed as the next generation communication technology,
without any modifications.

More specifically, first of all, in the M2M, a large number
of STAs may be associated with one AP. Therefore, it may be
highly likely that more than 2007 AIDs, which are available in
the current TIM element, are to be used. Secondly, in the
M2M, there are many applications supporting low transmis-
sion rate (or speed). Accordingly, if the bitmap size of the
PVB field of the TIME element becomes too large, a rela-
tively long transmission time may be required, which may
then lead to an increase in the power consumption of the
STAs. Therefore, it may be required to reduce the bitmap size
of'the TIM element. Finally, the M2M STAs generally receive
and transmit small amount of data on a periodic basis. Since
the cycle period tend to be very long, there are very few STAs
having a frame that is to be received from the AP for only one
beacon interval.

Therefore, even if the number of STAs being associated
with the AP increases largely, a TIM element that is capable of
supporting such large increase and that is, at the same time,
capable of efficiently configuring a bitmap is required to be
proposed.

First Embodiment

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for generating a TIM element
according to a first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, in case of the first embodiment, a
virtual bitmap being configured of the flag value of an AID
may be divided into multiple sections each having the same
size. Then, with respect to each section, an offset and PVB
may be decided by using the method described with reference
to FIG. 4.

More specifically, a maximum of 16383 AIDs may be used,
as described below, since the corrected PVB of the TIM
element, which is used in the first embodiment of the present
invention, has the size of 249 octets, the virtual map of one
section may correspond to a maximum of 249*8=1992 bits.
Therefore, when the total size of the virtual bitmap, which
corresponds to 16383 bits, is divided by 1992 bits, the number
of sections may be decided to equal to 9, as shown in FIG. 5.
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However, the reference value 1992 for dividing this section is
not an absolute value, and, therefore, variations may be made
by the AP.

FIG. 6 illustrates a TIM element format being applied to a
case corresponding to the first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the Element ID field, the Length field,
the DTIM Count field, the Bitmap control field, the DTIM
Period field, and the Partial Virtual Bitmap field perform the
same functions as those defined in the conventional standard.

A DTIM Period=0%00 field defines a reserved operation
respective to the value 0 in the DTIM period field of the
conventional standard. More specifically, when the DTIM
Period=0x00 field has the value of 0, this may indicate that the
current TIM element corresponds to the corrected TIM ele-
ment, which is shown in FIG. 6.

A TIM counter field indicates to which section the current
TIM element corresponds, among the divided sections. For
example, in case the TIM counter is equal to 2, this may
indicate that the current TIM element corresponds to the
second section (AID 1993-3984) shown in FIG. 5. Accord-
ingly, the stations may use the information of the field, so as
to recognize the virtual bitmap configuration in the second
section. Additionally, when the TIM element is received, the
STA may use the TIM counter field, so as to identify to which
ith section the received TIM element corresponds and, then,
to configure the virtual bitmap, only when the ith section
corresponds to a section to which the AID of the correspond-
ing STA belongs.

The Partial Virtual Bitmap field is decided to have the size
of 249 octets in order to maintain the size of the conventional
TIM element.

Meanwhile, the AP may consecutively and sequentially
perform transmission starting from the TIM element corre-
sponding to the first section to the TIM element correspond-
ing to the last section, and, depending upon the circum-
stances, one or more sections that are to be urgently
transmitted may be transmitted firsthand, and the remaining
sections may be separately transmitted by using a frame, such
as TIM broadcast. Additionally, if the virtual bitmaps of a
specific section all has the same value of 0, the TIM element
of the corresponding section may be omitted. Herein, when
the TIM elements are consecutively and sequentially trans-
mitted, since the information indicating the corresponding
section is not crucially necessary, the TIM counter field may
be omitted. FIG. 7 shows an example of the TIM counter field
being omitted from the TIM element of FIG. 6. In this case,
the 1 octet being used as the TIM counter field may be used in
the PVB so as to ensure a little more of the bitmap size.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 8 illustrates a method for generating a TIM element
according to a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 8, in the second embodiment, it may be
known that the offset is decided starting from the PVB and
after. More specifically, the AP divides the virtual map into
sections each having a different size, and, then, the AP
decides the offset and PVB for each section. Herein, each
section may be decided by using a method of maximizing the
offset, so as to reduce the size of the respective virtual bitmap
to a maximum extent.

In order to apply the above-described embodiment of the
present invention, the TIM element of the conventional stan-
dard is required to be corrected, as shown in the first embodi-
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ment of the present invention. Hereinafter, the corrected TIM
element will be described in detail.

FIG. 9 illustrates a TIM element format being applied to a
case corresponding to the second exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 9, the Element ID field, the Length field,
the DTIM Count field, the DTIM Period field, and the Partial
Virtual Bitmap field perform the same functions as those
defined in the conventional standard.

A DTIM Period=0x00 field is identical to the one described
in the first embodiment of the present invention.

Unlike in the related art standard, the Bitmap control field
uses 2 octets. The Bitmap control field may include a Traffic
indicator field, a More bitmap field, and a Bitmap offset field.
The Traffic indicator field is used for notifying that a multi-
cast/broadcast frame exists. And, the More bitmap field is
used for indicating whether or not a virtual bitmap continuing
from (or in succession to) the virtual bitmap indicated by the
current TIM element exists. More specifically, in case a suc-
cessive (or continuing) virtual bitmap exists, the More bitmap
field may be expressed as 1, and in case such virtual bitmap
does not exist, the More bitmap field may be expressed as 0.
Since the size of the offset may be larger than that of the
conventional offset, 14 bits are assigned to the Bitmap offset
field As shown in the TIM counter field of the first embodi-
ment of the present invention, the PVB counter field indicates
to which section the current TIM element corresponds.

The Partial Virtual Bitmap field is decided to have the size
of 248 octets in order to maintain the size of the conventional
TIM element.

Meanwhile, as described in the first embodiment of the
present invention, the PVB counter field may be omitted in
case the TIM elements are being sequentially transmitted.
And, in this case, the TIM element format may be the same as
shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 11 illustrates a block view showing the structure of a
device, to which STA or AP may be applied, and which can
perform (or execute) the present invention. As shown in FIG.
11, the device (100) includes a processor (110), a memory
(120), a RF (Radio Frequency) unit (130), a Display unit
(140), and a user interface unit (150).

A layer of a physical interface protocol is performed in the
processor (110). And, the processor (110) provides a control
plane and a user plane. The function of each layer is per-
formed by the processor (110). In case the processor (110) is
included in the AP, as described in the above-mentioned
exemplary embodiments of the present invention, the TIM
element may be generated and transmitted. Additionally, in
case the processor (110) is included in the STA, the processor
(110) may decode the above-described TIM element, so as to
verify whether or not buffered data exist in the processor
(110).

The memory (120) is electrically connected to the proces-
sor (110) and stores an operating system, applications, and
general files.

Ifthe device (100) corresponds to a user device, the display
unit (140) may display diverse information. And, the display
unit (140) may be realized by using as LCD (Liquid Crystal
Display), OLED (Organic Light Emitting Diode) as disclosed
herein. The user interface unit (150) may be configured by
being combined with any one of the disclosed user interfaces,
such as a keypad, a touchscreen, and so on.

The RF unit (130) is electrically connected to the processor
(110) and either transmits or receives radio signals. The RF
unit (130) may include a transmitting module and a receiving
module.
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The transmitting module may perform predetermined cod-
ing and modulation processes on the signal and/or data sched-
uled by the processor (110) and to be transmitted to the
outside, thereby delivering the processed data to the antenna.

The receiving module may perform decoding and demodu-
lation processes on a wireless signal received from the outside
through the antenna, so as to recover the processed data to the
original (or initial) state, thereby delivering the recovered
data to the processor (110).

The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion may be implemented by using a variety of methods. For
example, the embodiments of the present invention may be
implemented in the form of hardware, firmware, or software,
or in a combination of hardware, firmware, and/or software.

In case of implementing the embodiments of the present
invention in the form of hardware, the method according to
the embodiments of the present invention may be imple-
mented by using at least one of ASICs (Application Specific
Integrated Circuits), DSPs (Digital Signal Processors),
DSPDs (Digital Signal Processing Devices), PLDs (Pro-
grammable Logic Devices), FPGAs (Field Programmable
Gate Arrays), processors, controllers, micro controllers,
micro processors, and so on.

In case of implementing the embodiments of the present
invention in the form of firmware or software, the method
according to the embodiments of the present invention may
be implemented in the form of a module, procedure, or func-
tion performing the above-described functions or operations.
A software code may be stored in a memory unit and driven
by aprocessor. Herein, the memory unit may be located inside
oroutside of the processor, and the memory unit may transmit
and receive data to and from the processor by using a wide
range of methods that have already been disclosed.

The detailed description of the preferred embodiments of
the present invention disclosed herein as described above is
provided so that those skilled in the art can easily implement
and realize the present invention. Although the embodiment
of the present invention has been described with reference to
the accompanying drawings, the described embodiment of
the present invention is merely exemplary. Therefore, it will
be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifica-
tions and variations can be made in the present invention
without departing from the spirit or scope of the inventions.
For example, anyone skilled in the art may combine each
component disclosed in the description of the embodiments
of the present invention. Therefore, it is intended that the
present invention covers the modifications and variations of
this invention provided they come within the scope of the
appended claims and their equivalents, and it is not intended
to limit the present invention only to the examples presented
herein.

Furthermore, the present invention may be realized in
another concrete configuration (or formation) without devi-
ating from the technical spirit and the essential characteristics
of the present invention. Therefore, in all aspect, the detailed
description of present invention is intended to be understood
and interpreted as an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention without limitation. The scope of the present inven-
tion shall be decided based upon a reasonable interpretation
of the appended claims of the present invention and shall
come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents. Therefore, it is intended that the present inven-
tion covers the modifications and variations of this invention
provided they come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents, and it is not intended to limit the present
invention only to the examples presented herein. Further-
more, claims that do not have any explicit citations within the
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scope of the claims of the present invention may either be
combined to configure another embodiment of the present
invention, or new claims may be added during the amendment
of'the present invention after the filing for the patent applica-
tion of the present invention.

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
system, and, more particularly, the present invention may be
applied to t device for generating a traffic indicator map.

What is claimed is:

1. In a method of an access point for generating a traffic
indicator map in a wireless communication system, the
method for generating the traffic indicator map comprises:

dividing a virtual bitmap into one or more groups,

wherein the virtual bitmap comprises flags of Association
IDs (AIDs) of stations associated with the access point;

storing a first portion in a bitmap control field as an offset
value, the first portion including a first flag without
including a first AID used to receive data from the access
point, in the virtual bitmap of each of the one or more
groups;
configuring a second portion as a partial virtual bitmap
field, the second portion excluding the first portion, in
the virtual bitmap of each of the one or more groups; and

generating a traffic indicator map including the bitmap
control field and the partial virtual bitmap field respec-
tive to each of the one or more groups,

wherein the first portion stored as the offset value includes

a number of flags corresponding to a multiple of two
octets.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second portion
configured as the partial virtual bitmap field includes one or
more flags of an AID used to receive data from the access
point in a last octet.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein a group configuration is
configured, so as to maximize the offset value in each of the
one or more groups.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein a number of groups is set
to be equal to one, when a number of stations being associated
to the access point is equal to or less than a predetermined
value.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the traffic indicator map
further comprises:

afield indicating that the virtual bitmap is being configured

as at least 2 or more groups;

a field indicating an i” group to which the traffic indicator

map corresponds; and

a field indicating whether or not the traffic indicator map

corresponds to a last group.
6. In a device generating a traffic indicator map in a wire-
less communication system, the device comprising:
an RF (Radio frequency) unit; and
a processof,
wherein the processor is configured to:
divide a virtual bitmap into one or more groups,
wherein the virtual bitmap comprises flags of Association
IDs (AIDs) of stations associated to the device,

store a first portion in a bitmap control field as an offset
value in the virtual bitmap of each of the one or more
groups, the first portion including a first flag without
including a first AID used to receive data from the access
point,

configure a second portion as a partial virtual bitmap field

in the virtual bitmap of each of the one or more groups,
the second portion excluding the first portion, and
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generate a traffic indicator map, the traffic indicator map
including the bitmap control field and the partial virtual
bitmap field respective to each of the one or more
groups,

wherein the first portion being stored as the offset value 5

includes a number of flags corresponding to a multiple
of two octets.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein the second portion being
configured as the partial virtual bitmap field includes one or
more flags of an AID used to receive data from the access 10
point in a last octet.

8. The device of claim 6, wherein a group configuration is
configured, so as to maximize the offset value in each of the
one or more groups.

9. The device of claim 6, wherein a number of groups is set 15
to be equal to one, when a number of stations being associated
with the access point is equal to or less than a predetermined
value.

10. The device of claim 6, wherein the traffic indicator map
further comprises: 20

afield indicating that the virtual bitmap is being configured

as at least 2 or more groups;

a field indicating an i group to which the traffic indicator

map corresponds; and

a field indicating whether or not the traffic indicator map 25

corresponds to a last group.
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